
	
	

	
	

President’s	Report	
	
	

The	 club's	 financial	 year	 ends	 31	 August	 and	 I	
am	delighted	 to	 report	 that	 the	 club	had	a	net	
profit	of	nearly	$17,000.	Even	more	pleasing	are	
our	 attendance	 figures.	 Our	 average	 weekly	
table	numbers	for	financial	year	2015	were	64.6	
tables	 and	 this	 has	 grown	 to	 80.6.	 I	 think	 that	
this	 is	a	strong	reflection	that	we	are	a	friendly	
and	 welcoming	 club	 and	 that	 we	 are	 blessed	
with	an	excellent	pool	of	directors.	So	thanks	to	
all	members.	
	
I	would	like	to	thank	our	treasurer	John	Kelly	for	
the	outstanding	job	he	does	in	looking	after	our	
financial	matters.	More	details	will	be	available	
at	our	upcoming	AGM	in	November.	
	
Many	 thanks	 to	 Graeme	 Twaddell	 and	 Elaine	
Jonsberg	 for	 their	 hard	work	 in	 laying	 the	 new	
floor	upstairs.	
	
We	have	 a	 green	 points	 team	event	 scheduled	
for	Saturday	afternoon	29	September.	For	those	
members	who	have	not	played	in	a	team's	event	
I	 encourage	 you	 to	 give	 it	 a	 try	 as	 it	 really	 is	
good	 fun.	 Please	 note	 there	 will	 be	 no	 pairs	

section	on	this	day.	
	
Chris	will	be	conducting	beginner	bridge	lessons	
on	 Friday	 afternoons	 commencing	 12	 October	
and	 running	 for	 6	 weeks.	 If	 members	 know	 of	
anyone	 interested	 in	 taking	 up	our	 great	 game	
please	encourage	them	to	attend.	
	
Our	 spring	 red	 point	 pairs	 has	 just	 been	
concluded.	In	a	rare	outing	I	teamed	up	with	my	
brother	Pat	and	despite	my	efforts	we	managed	
to	 win	 the	 event.	 Pat	 took	 great	 delight	 in	
showing	around	the	pianola	email	which	details	
declarer	 and	 dummy	 stats.	 Mine	 were	 not	
happy	 reading.	 All	 I	 can	 say	 is	 we	 all	 have	 off	
days	 and	 no	 I	 will	 not	 be	 nominating	 for	 the	
upcoming	beginner	lessons.	
	
Finally	 a	 very	 warm	 welcome	 back	 to	 bridge	
playing	 to	 Dawn	 Carroll	 who	 has	 had	 a	 few	
health	 issues.	 All	 your	 friends	 at	 the	 Club	 are	
very	happy	to	see	you	back	…	and	you	seem	to	
be	winning.	

	
Peter	Burke	

	
	
	
	

	



Chris’s	Administrator’s	Corner	
	

Queensland	Drought	Appeal	
During	 the	 first	 week	 of	 September,	 BBC	
contributed	 to	 the	 QBA’s	 donation	 to	 the	
Queensland	 Drought	 Appeal.	 	 Just	 over	 $1,000	
was	raised	at	BBC.		Over	half	of	our	donation	is	
from	the	sale	of	Robyn	Brady’s	preserves.	Thank	
you	Robyn!	The	remaining	part	of	 the	donation	
was	from	table	fees	and	individual	contributions	
from	players.	 	 Thank	 you	 to	 all	who	 supported	
the	appeal.		

	
Saturday	 1pm	 Green	 Point	 Teams	 -	 29	
September	
Our	next	Green	Point	Teams	session	is	Saturday	
29	September	at	1pm.	

The	 aim	 of	 these	 afternoons	 is	 for	 players	 to	
experience	teams	in	a	friendly	club	atmosphere.	

If	you	have	played	in	previous	team	afternoons,	
how	 about	 mixing	 it	 up	 and	 playing	 with	
different	team	mates	this	time.		

Prior	 entry	 is	 required.		 To	 enter,	 there	 is	 an	
entry	list	on	the	blue	noticeboard	near	the	front	
door	 at	 the	 club.		 Alternatively,	 you	 can	 enter	
via	the	BBC	website	or	email	the	club.	 	You	can	
enter	either	as	a	team	or	a	pair	to	be	placed	into	
a	team.	

NOTE:	There	will	be	no	normal	pairs	session	on	
30	September.		The	teams	will	be	the	only	play.	
	
Red	Point	Sessions	
The	next	 red	point	 sessions	 are	 Fridays	 5	&	12	
October	@	10.00	am.		To	qualify	for	the	overall,	
you	 need	 to	 play	 both	 weeks	 with	 the	 same	
partner.	 	Members	pay	 the	usual	$7	or	coupon	
and	visitors	pay	$9.	
	
Beginner	Lessons	
The	last	set	of	beginner	lessons	for	2018	will	be	
held	on	Friday	afternoons,	2pm	–	4pm,	starting	
12	October	for	6	weeks.			
The	cost	of	the	course	is	$65	per	person.		Flyers	
are	available	at	the	front	door	to	the	club.			

For	 further	 information	 or	 to	 register,	 please	
speak	with	me.	
	
BBC	Novice	Pairs	Congress	
The	BBC	Novice	Pairs	Congress	 is	coming	up	on	
Sunday	21	October.	 	 It	 is	an	all-day	event	 from	
9.30am	 to	 4.30pm.	 	 I	 encourage	 all	 BBC	
members	with	under	100	masterpoints	to	enter	
and	play	in	this	congress.	
To	enter,	there	are	entry	forms	available	at	the	
club	or	you	can	enter	via	the	Events	page	of	the	
BBC	website.	
	
Bridge	Workshop	with	Andy	Hung	
	
BBC	 has	 booked	 Andy	 Hung	 for	 a	 Bridge	
Workshop	 on	 Saturday	 27	 October,	 10am-
12noon.	 	 The	 topic	 is	 Improve	 Your	 Defensive	
Carding.	 	 Cost	 is	 $20	 per	 person	 and	 you	 can	
come	without	a	partner.			
If	 you	 are	 planning	 on	 attending,	 please	 place	
your	 name	 on	 the	 list	 located	 on	 the	
noticeboard	 near	 the	 front	 door	 at	 the	 club.		
Andy	can	then	prepare	enough	handouts.	
	
Friendly	Reminders	
Please	…	
• Turn	 your	 mobile	 phone	 either	 off	

or	 on	 silent	mode	 before	 the	 start	
of	 play.	 	 If	 you	 need	 to	 leave	 your	
mobile	 phone	 ringtone	 on	 during	
play,	 please	 let	 the	 director	 know	 before	
play.	

• Tidy	up	your	table	at	the	end	of	the	session	
before	 leaving,	which	 includes	pushing	your	
chairs	 in	 and	 placing	 rubbish	 in	 the	
appropriate	 bins	 outside	 the	 kitchen.	 	 This	
makes	 the	 table	 look	welcoming	 to	 players	
arriving	at	the	next	session.	

• Try	and	don’t	leave	large	gaps	between	cars	
which	 parking.	 	 Parking	 is	 at	 a	 premium	 at	
our	 larger	 sessions	 such	 as	 Mondays	 and	
Fridays.	

	



Masterpoint	Promotions	
	
Congratulations	 to	 the	 following	members	who	
have	received	a	masterpoint	promotion.	

• Joan	Jenkins	–	Silver	Life	
• Janet	Price	–	**National	
• Anne	Bartholdt	–	Regional	
• Marie	Buckley	–	Regional	
• Bill	Grimes	–	Regional	

	

• Sandy	Young	–	Regional	
• Beverley	Ahern	–	**Local	
• Robyn	Brady	–	**Local	
• Jane	Whelan	–	*Local	
• Lyn	Waddington	–	Local	
• Philip	Argyris	–	Graduate	
• Joy	Kiffel	–	Graduate	
• Rob	Swann	–	Graduate	
	

Chris	Larter	

This	article	was	recommended	to	us	by	the	QBA	and	should	be	essential	reading	to	all	members	who	
are	confused	by	the	rules	governing	alerting.	
	

All	About	Alerts	
	
Alerting	 is	 about	 drawing	 the	 opponents’	
attention	 to	 your	 side’s	 unusual	 bidding.	 It	 is	
controlled	by	a	set	of	 regulations	 issued	by	 the	
Australian	 Bridge	 Federation.	 That	 document	
runs	 for	 11	 pages	 (!)	 so	 I’ll	 save	 you	 some	
reading	here.	
	
With	 written	 bidding	 you	 alert	 your	 partner’s	
unusual	 bid	 by	 circling	 it	 and	 saying	 “Alert”.	
Don’t	explain	anything:	wait	to	be	asked.	
	
If	using	bidding	boxes,	say	“Alert”	and	optionally	
fish	around	in	the	box	in	the	hope	of	finding	the	
Alert	card.	
	
The	definition	of	an	“unusual	bid”	 is	somewhat	
opaque,	 but	 the	 general	 principle	 is	 that,	 if	 a	
bid’s	meaning	is	not	what	it	sounds	like,	then	it	
should	be	alerted.	Usually	this	involves	bidding	a	
suit	 that	 does	 not	 show	 length	 in	 that	 suit,	 or	
bidding	 no-trumps	when	 it	 does	 not	 indicate	 a	
desire	to	play	in	no-trumps.	It	also	includes	bids	
that	 have	 an	 unexpected	 HCP	 range.	 Examples	
of	alertable	bids:	

- Transfer	bids	
- Unusual	No-trump	or	Lebensohl		
- Multi	2♦	opening	
- ‘Pass	or	correct’	bids	
- Weak	jump	responses	
- Inverted	minor	raises	

Self-alerting	bids	
	
Some	bids	are	defined	as	self-alerting,	meaning	
they	do	not	 require	 an	 actual	 alert	 as	 they	 are	
“obviously	unusual”.	These	are:	

- Doubles	and	redoubles	
- All	bids	above	3NT	 (except	unusual	high	

level	opening,	eg	NAMYATS)	
- Cue	bid	of	opponents’	suit	
- 2♣	response	to	a	1NT	opening	bid	

	
	
Asking	
	
You	can	ask	about	any	alerted	bid,	or	un-alerted	
bid	for	that	matter,	but	only	at	your	turn	to	bid	
or	play.	Most	people	only	ask	if	the	answer	may	
affect	 their	 upcoming	 bid	 or	 play,	 but	 it	 is	
entirely	up	to	you	whether	or	not	you	ask.	
	
When	 asking,	 ask	 in	 general	 terms,	 not	 using	
leading	 questions.	 So	 say:	 “what	 does	 2♣	
mean?”,	 not	 “does	 2♣	 show	 clubs?”	 (which	
could	be	interpreted	as	code	for	‘I	have	clubs’).	
At	 the	 end	 of	 an	 auction	 that	 had	 multiple	
alerts,	 if	 on	 lead	 you	 should	 say:	 “explain	 the	
auction	 please”,	 rather	 than	 asking	 about	 one	
specific	 alerted	 bid.	 If	 not	 on	 lead,	 wait	 until	
partner	 has	 led	 face-down	 and	 then	 ask	 your	
question.	



Answering	
	
You	 are	 required	 to	 explain	 your	 partnership	
agreements,	 nothing	 more.	 If	 you’re	 not	 sure	
what	 partner’s	 bid	 means	 or	 have	 forgotten	
your	 agreements,	 try	 not	 to	 guess.	 Just	 say:	 “I	
don’t	 know”	 or	 “I	 don’t	 remember”.	 (The	
director	will	adjust	the	result	 if	your	opponents	
are	damaged	by	this	failure	of	memory.)	
	
If	 you	 haven’t	 discussed	 a	 bid,	 say:	 “it	 is	
undiscussed”.	 Again,	 do	 not	 offer	 a	 possible	
explanation,	or	how	you	are	going	to	take	it.	
	
Partner	 fails	 to	 alert,	 or	 mis-alerts,	 or	 mis-
explains	
	
Happens	all	the	time	right?	You	must	stay	shtum	
for	the	moment.	Then	…	
	
At	auction’s	end,	with	your	side	declaring:	
Before	the	opening	lead,	draw	your	opponents’	
attention	 to	 the	 problem.	 Explain	 what	 you	
think	went	wrong.	

If	your	side	ends	up	defending:	
You	 can	 say	 nothing	 until	 the	 end	 of	 play,	 at	
which	point	you	should	identify	the	issue.	
	
Pre-alerting	
	
At	the	start	of	each	round,	you	should	pre-alert	
your	opponents	to	any	unusual	convention	that	
they	 may	 need	 to	 arrange	 a	 defence	 against.	
Main	examples	are:	
	
	
	

- Switched	responses	to	1♣	
- Very	 unusual	 2-level	 openings	 (eg	 2NT	

for	the	minors)	…	the	Multi	scheme	does	
not	need	a	pre-alert,	as	it’s	so	relevant	

- A	 system	 other	 than	 some	 form	 of	
Standard	American:	eg	Precision,	Acol	

	
Printed	with	permission	
Source:	VBA	Bulletin,	Editor	Bill	Jacobs	

	
	

Congratulations	to	Chris	Larter	
	

	
	
	
Chris	 Larter	 was	 recently	 	presented	 with	 his	 Certificate	 of	 Accreditation	 as	 a	 Club	 Director	 by	 Julie	
Jeffries.		To	qualify	for	this	achievement	Chris	had	to	sit	and	pass	two	rigorous	exam	papers	-	the	first	on	
Bridge	Movements	and	Scoring;	the	second	on	the	Laws	and	Regulations.	

	



Bridge	Hand	
	

A	Tale	of	Two	Slams	
	

It	 was	 the	 best	 of	 slams,	 it	 was	 the	 worst	 of	
slams,	 it	 was	 the	 slam	 of	 wisdom,	 it	 was	 the	
slam	of	foolishness...*		These	were	the	last	two	
boards	on	Anzac	Day	at	WA	Bridge	Club,	where	I	
was	playing	for	the	first	time	with	Marcey.	
	
The	Slam	of	Wisdom	
	
I	guess	this	was	the	wise	slam,	because	out	of	14	
tables,	6	bid	the	slam	and	one	more	had	a	look	
before	 subsiding	 at	 the	 five-level.	 I	 had	 the	
North	hand	and	as	soon	as	partner	opened	the	
bidding	with	1D,	I	had	to	be	contemplating	slam	
prospects.	 I	 responded	 1S	 and	 Marcey	 gave	 a	
single	raise	to	2S.	OK,	17	points	opposite	12-14,	
8-card	 major-suit	 fit	 and	 any	 lead	 coming	 into	
my	hand	looks	like	good	news.	
	
Dealer	S	 ♠	K	6	4	3	 	 6S	by	N	
All	Vul			 ♥	K	J	4		 	 AD	lead	

♦	K	J		
♣	A	Q	9	7	

♠	Q	10	9	2	 	 	 ♠	J	
♥	10	8	3	 	 	 ♥	9	7	6	5	2	
♦	9	5		 	 	 	 ♦	A	8	7	4	
♣	10	5	3	2	 	 	 ♣	K	J	8	

♠	A	8	7	5	
♥	A	Q	

	 	 ♦	Q	10	6	3	2	
	 	 ♣	6	4	
	
What	 did	 I	 need	 from	 partner	 to	 make	 slam?	
Two	 aces	 obviously,	 and	 good	 enough	 spades	
for	only	one	 loser	 if	 the	 spade	ace	 isn’t	 one	of	
the	 two.	Something	 like	5	diamonds	 to	 the	ace	
and	AJxx	 of	 spades	with	 a	 couple	 of	 other	 bits	
and	pieces?	Then	I’d	need	the	spade	finesse	and	
everything	else	perfect	 to	make	12	 tricks.	 Even	
with	 3	 aces	 slam	 would	 be	 dubious	 as	 there	
wouldn’t	 be	 room	 in	 partner's	 minimum	 hand	
for	much	else.	My	spade	spots	weren’t	too	good		
	

	
so	 if	partner	didn’t	have	the	J-10	as	well	as	the	
ace	it	would	all	start	to	look	threadbare.	
	
I	can’t	really	explain	why	I	proceeded	to	ask	for	
key-cards	with	4NT.	The	response	of	5H	showed	
two	 key-cards	 and	 no	 QS.	 I	 was	 definitely	
missing	an	ace,	and	in	addition	I’d	need	a	trump	
finesse	or	a	helpful	 trump	 lead	to	avoid	a	 loser	
there.	 Maybe	 I’d	 need	 a	 finesse	 in	 clubs	 or	
hearts	 too	 –	 there	 are	 only	 so	 many	 tricks	 a	
favourable	 lead	 can	 give	 me.	 Anyway,	 I	
compounded	 my	 sins	 by	 ploughing	 on	
regardless	to	6S.	On	the	unfortunate	4-1	trump	
split	 I	 was	 2	 off,	 but	 there	 was	 no	 chance	 of	
making	with	our	combined	hands.	
Although	 quite	 a	 few	 people	 bid	 this	 slam,	 all	
going	off	 two,	 I	have	to	conclude	that	 it	wasn’t	
the	slam	of	wisdom.	Points	schmoints	as	Marty	
Bergen	would	say,	there	weren’t	enough	points	
without	shape	and	intermediate	cards.	
	
The	Slam	of	Foolishness	
	
The	next	board	provided	further	fireworks.	West	
opened	1	Heart.	I	bid	a	Michaels	2H,	showing	at	
least	 5-5	 in	 spades	 and	 a	 minor,	 and	 I	 was	
planning	to	raise	any	response.	East	passed	and	
Marcey	 bid	 3C,	 which	 we	 hadn’t	 discussed	
specifically	but	I	assumed	it	was	pass	or	correct,	
denying	spade	support.	
It	seemed	the	king	of	spades	was	odds-on	to	be	
the	 right	 side	 based	 on	 East’s	 silence.	 That’s	 if	
we	 needed	 the	 spade	 finesse	 at	 all	 –	 partner	
could	 have	 a	 singleton.	 No	 heart	 losers.	 On	 a	
good	 day,	 partner	 might	 have	 the	 ace	 of	
diamonds,	but	if	I	asked	for	key-cards	I	wouldn’t	
know	whether	a	single	key-card	was	the	wasted	
heart	 ace	 or	 the	 very	 useful	 diamond	 ace.	 It	
seemed	 very	 likely	 partner	 would	 have	 four	
clubs,	 but	 even	 queen-third	 might	 do	 if	 they	
split	 evenly.	 Many	 hands	 containing	 13	 cards	
would	give	slam	some	sort	of	play.	



Having	 failed	 to	 learn	 from	 the	 preceding	
debacle,	I	blasted	6	Clubs	and	Marcey	admitted	
to	some	difficulty	keeping	a	straight	face.		
	
Dealer	W	 ♠	A	Q	10	8	6	2		 6C	by	S	
Nil	Vul			 ♥	-	 	 	 AH	lead	

♦	Q	
♣	A	K	10	9	7	4	

♠	K	J	 	 	 	 ♠	5	4	3	
♥	A	K	10	6	3	 	 	 ♥	Q	9	7	
♦	A	J	6	3		 	 	 ♦	K	9	7	5	2	
♣	5	3	 	 	 	 ♣	J	6	

♠	9	7	
♥	J	8	5	4	2	

	 	 ♦	10	8	4	
	 	 ♣	Q	8	2	

Marcey	wasn’t	considering	that	she’d	be	playing	
in	 slam,	holding	a	 grotty	 flat	 3-count	when	 the	
opponents	had	opened	the	bidding.	Between	us	
we	had	 less	 than	half	 the	high-card	points,	and	
in	 context	 her	 hand	 couldn’t	 have	 been	 much	
worse	 with	 only	 3	 clubs	 and	 3	 points.	 The	 QC	
was	the	vital	card,	however,	giving	an	entry	for	
the	spade	finesse.	
Needless	to	say,	nobody	else	was	crazy	enough	
to	 bid	 this	 slam.	 Was	 it	 indeed	 the	 slam	 of	
foolishness,	or	was	it	a	far,	far	better	slam	that	I	
bid	than	the	one	I	bid	before?	*	

	
*	Apologies	to	Mr	Dickens	

	
Richard	Fox

	
Bridge	Day	Trips	

	
It	 was	 a	 warm	 winter’s	 day	 when	 the	 four	
intrepid	 travellers	 (Gaye,	 Gill,	 Marie	 and	 Inta)	
headed	north	over	the	bridge	to	seek	fame	and	
adventure	 (fortune	was	 not	 in	 the	 reckoning!).	
After	 a	 number	 of	 wrong	 turns,	 Google	 maps	
came	 up	 with	 the	 goods	 and	 the	 travellers	
arrived	 at	 their	 destination	 at	 the	 Bribie	 Island	
Bridge	 Club.	 With	 a	 warm	 welcome	 from	 the	
locals,	 they	 were	 presented	 with	
commemorative	 pens	 to	 mark	 the	 auspicious	
occasion	of	their	visit.		
Because	of	the	small	number	of	tables,	it	was	a	
“simple”	 Howell	 movement.	 This	 was	 not	 a	
problem	 to	 Gaye	 or	 Marie,	 but	 Gill	 and	 Inta	
moved	 around	 the	 room	 in	 ever	 increasing	
confusing	 circles.	 This	 must	 have	 made	 Inta	
completely	dizzy	or	was	it	ditsy,	as	she	managed	
to	 pass	 on	 a	 hand	 despite	 holding	 opening	
points.	To	 their	credit,	 the	partnership	did	 rally	
to	come	in	second	place	with	57%.	
Some	 weeks	 later,	 as	 opposed	 to	 Robin	 Hood	
and	his	band	of	merry	men,	it	was	Ralph	and	his	
band	of	merry	women	(Annette,	Gaye,	Gill,	Inta,	
Joy,	Ngaire	and	Nanette)	who	ventured,	not	into		
	

	
Sherwood	 Forest,	 but	 the	 rainforests	 of	 Mt	
Tamborine.	 Although	 spring	 may	 have	 sprung	
elsewhere,	Mt	 Tamborine	 Bridge	 Club	was	 still	
feeling	the	effects	of	cool,	wet	weather.	This	did	
not	 deter	 these	 hardy	 souls	 in	 their	 quest	 for	
red	points.	
Again	 the	 locals	made	 the	 group	 feel	welcome	
and	 didn’t	 appear	 to	 mind	 some	 of	 their	 red	
points	 ending	 up	 in	 the	 hands	 of	 BBC	 players.	
Gill	 and	 Ngaire	 scored	 a	 N/S	 first	 place	 (59%)	
closely	followed	by	Annette	and	Ralph	in	second	
(58%).	 Gaye	 and	 Inta	 scraped	 in	 with	 an	 E/W	
third	spot	 (54%).	Although	Joy	and	Nanette	did	
not	 feature	 in	 the	 placings,	 they	 were	 gifted	
with	some	tasty	looking	avocadoes	by	their	new	
friends.	
Day	trips	coming	up	in	October	are	on	Tuesday	9	
October	to	Broadwater	Bridge	Club	at	Coomera	
and	 Thursday	 25	 October	 to	 Eastern	 Suburbs	
Bridge	 Club	 in	 Birkdale.	 Please	 contact	 Inta	 on	
0466	333	004	if	you	would	like	to	attend	either	
as	a	passenger	or	as	a	chauffer.		
	

Inta

	



Wednesday	Play	Review	
	

Our	Wednesday	 director,	 Richard	Wallis,	 has	 offered	 to	 discuss	 the	 bidding,	 play	 and/or	 defence	 of	
interesting	 or	 difficult	 hands	 played	 during	 the	 Wednesday	 session,	 immediately	 after	 the	 session.	
Please	take	advantage	of	Richard’s	wisdom	and	advice	if	you	can	stay	for	a	while	after	the	session.	

	
	

Travel	Tales	
	

DESTINATION:	Vietnam		
(thanks	 to	 Inta	 for	 this	 month’s	 contribution)	
	
HIGHLIGHTS:	Sapa	–	this	 is	a	mountain	town	in	
the	north	west	of	Vietnam,	walking	through	the	
terraced	rice	fields	and	villages	of	the	hill	tribes.		
	
Halong	 Bay	 –	 take	 a	 2	 night	 cruise	 which	 will	
take	 you	 deeper	 into	 the	 quieter	 areas	 of	 this	
magical	 bay	 full	 of	 limestone	 islands.	 Day	 trips	
or	1	night	cruises	are	in	crowded	and	often	dirty	
areas	 of	 the	 bay.	
	
Hoi	An	–	an	ancient	town	which	comes	alight	at	
night	with	hundreds	of	colourful	lanterns.	Great	
for	 tailor	made	 clothing	 and	hand-made	 shoes.	
Stay	 in	 one	 of	 the	 resorts	 on	 the	 river	with	 an	
easy	 10	 minute	 walk	 into	 town.	 4	 kms	 from	
town	is	the	white	sandy	An	Bang	beach.	
	
Melong	Delta	 –	 take	a	rice	barge	cruise	on	the	
Mekong	Delta,	visiting	floating	market	and	local	
villages.		
	
AVOID:	 Nha	 Trang	–	a	 lot	 like	 Surfers	Paradise	
but	full	of	large	Russian	tour	groups.	Shops	and	
restaurants	all	have	signs/menus	in	Russian.	
	
Night	 train	 to	 Sapa	 –	 take	a	“luxury”	van	 from	
Hanoi	–	 cheaper,	 faster	and	you	get	 to	 see	 the	
countryside	

Tips:	 Take	 a	 deep	 breath	 and	 just	 go	 when	
crossing	the	road	in	Hanoi	and	Ho	Chi	Minh.	The	
traffic	is	bedlam	but	they	will	drive	around	you.	
If	 you	hesitate,	 you	will	 never	 get	 to	 the	other	
side	of	the	street.	
	
Bring	photos	of	the	shoes	that	you	want	to	have	
made	 –	 their	 samples	 are	 pretty	 ordinary	 but	
they	 can	 copy	 everything.	 Be	 prepared	 to	
bargain	 when	 shopping	 and	 negotiate	 price	 in	
advance	for	taxis	or	tuk-tuks.	
	
Do	 not	 buy	 from	 the	 children	 in	 the	 streets	 of	
Sapa,	 even	 though	 your	 heart	 will	 go	 out	 to	
them.	Your	patronage	encourages	their	parents	
to	 keep	 them	 out	 of	 school.	 	 Suggest	 that	 you	
don’t	 engage	 in	 conversation	 when	 the	 locals	
ask	 “where	you	 from?”	 	Once	you	answer,	 you	
will	find	you	have	a	friend	for	life!	
	
Organised	 By:	 Tonkin	 Travel,	 a	 Vietnam	 based	
travel	 agency.	 They	 will	 organize	 tours	 for	 as	
few	 as	 2	 people,	 complete	 with	
accommodation,	 airport	 transfers,	 guides	 and	
drivers.	 Have	 used	 them	 twice	 personally	 and	
recommended	 to	 2	 other	 friends.	 Their	 prices	
are	 much	 cheaper	 than	 Australian	 based	
companies	 and	 you	 can	 customize	 your	 trip	 to	
suit	you.	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Heard	at	the	Bridge	Table	
	

People	with	small	minds	talk	about	other	people.	People	with	ordinary	minds	talk	about	events.	People	
with	great	minds	talk	about	ideas.	People	with	warped	minds	talk	about	bridge	hands.	

	
There	is	more	to	life	than	Bridge,	but	not	much	more.	
	
There's	no	game	like	Bridge.	You	start	to	play	with	three	friends	and	finish	with	two.	
	
Finesses	never	work.	If	one	does,	the	law	of	the	universe	has	been	broken	and	life	as	we	know	it	will	
come	to	an	end	…	and	it	is	your	fault.	
	
Bridge	Player:	"You've	got	to	be	the	worst	partner	in	the	world!"	
Partner:	"I	doubt	it,	that	would	be	too	much	of	a	coincidence"	
	
Bridge	Player:	"Do	you	think	it	is	a	sin	to	play	Bridge	on	Sunday?"	
Partner:	"The	way	you	play,	it's	a	crime	any	day	of	the	week!"	
	
Eternity	is	hard	to	conceive	unless	you	are	partnering	a	novice	in	a	tournament.	
	
Asked	why	he	does	not	play	bridge	with	his	wife	anymore,	the	husband	replied	"I	refuse	to	play	in	any	
game	that	requires	earmuffs	and	shin	guards."	
	
Roman	Key-Card	Blackwood	—	an	ingenious	convention	that	allows	you	to	get	to	a	grand	slam	missing	
3	Aces.		
	
How	is	it	possible	that	a	person	will	play	flawlessly	when	he	is	the	opposition	and	senselessly	when	he	is	
your	partner?		
	

	
	

Endgame	
	

Please	send	all	material	for	future	newsletters	to	the	Editor,	Arne	Jonsberg,	via	email	at	
arnejuser2@bigpond.com,	or	contact	Arne	by	phone	at	3342-0105.	Current	and	past	newsletters	
available	for	viewing	and	download	on	BBC’s	web-site:	www.bbc.bridgeaustralia.org	

	



	


